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Treatment 
The detached retina has to be 
is a major operation.  The surgery ai
breaks "sponges" and to re-attach the
used procedures include cryopexy, lase
intraocular gas or oil injection.
Some people achieve good vision after re-attachment of the retina.
Even more achieve various degrees of working or travelling
vision. The outcome depends on the extent, chronicity and the
complexity of the retinal detachment especially the involvement
of the macula and the degree of scar tissue formation. 
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"Floaters" and "Flashes"
"Floaters" is a symptom, not a particular disease entity.   
It appears as a tiny spot, a short line segment, a circle, or  
a net floating around, sometimes following with the gaze. 
Floaters would be more prominent under a white background, 
like a plain wall or the sky. 
Any mechanical pressure or traction on the retina may cause  
the retina to have irregular discharges, resulting in visual 
sensation of "flashes". 

In most cases retinal detachment is caused by one or more
breaks in the retina which results in separation of the retina
from the back of the eye. Since the detached retina is removed 
from its blood supply and source of nutrition, it will degenerate 
and will not function properly; the vision will be impaired.

Retinal Detachme
The retina is a thin, lig
back portion of the ey
is responsible for creat

What causes "Floaters"? 
Any opacity in the eye may cast a shadow onto the retina, 
causing "floaters".
In a normal eye, there is a clear jelly-like substance, called 
"vitreous".  "Floaters" may be caused by the opacities of the 
vitreous resulting from aging process. They are harmless in the 
absence of other pathologies. Short-sighted people have higher 
chances of seeing floaters. 
Floaters can also be the prodromal symptom of the detachment 
of retina.  Such patients may also have "flashes", blurring of 
vision, visual field defect, or seeing distorted image. 
The third reason is "vitreous haemorrhage", which means 
bleeding in the vitreous. It will occur, for example, in diabetic 
patients with new and fragile vessels growing on the retina as 
a result of insufficient oxygenation of the retina, when these 
vessels rupture and bleed. 
 

You need to know 
"Floaters" will not disappear.  In case of normal aging, they are 
harmless. But in case of sudden increase in amount of floaters, 
seeing flashes or distorted images suddenly, and when the vision 
suddenly blurs, prompt seeking of doctors' assessment is 
advised because it can be the symptoms heralding retinal 
detachment, or there is already vitreous hemorrhage. 
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